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dour Lights 


“Then he showed four lights when he wished 
them to set full sail and follow in his wake.” 


From ‘‘ First Voyage "Round the World by Magellan.” 


Vol. VI, 


SLAVERY IS NO SCHOOL FOR DEMOCRACY ! 


The Allies have written a barbarous and neglected 
chapter of World War II in their prison camps for war 
captives at forced labor, Over 5,000,000 was the horri- 
fying estimate of German slave laborers alone, last sum- 
mer—a year and a half after the fighting stopped. 

At Nurnberg we and our Allies created new “inter- 
national law”, and under “Crimes Against Humanity” 
convicted 16 of the defendents of employing slave labor. 
Yet, as a New York Times editorial on the trial said: 
“Some of the victors are still employing as slave laborers 
several million war prisoners, often under conditions no 
better than those provided by the Nazis.” 

Are we caught in the current that is destroying 
human freedom? 

Here is a partial outline of our share in western 
Europe in this bondage system. 

In Italy and France, American authorities hold 
thousands of German War Prisoners at forced military 
work. We have loaned a million or more to France, 
Belgium, Holland and Luxemburg for use as slave labor. 
Over 600,000 on loan to France are, in numbers, one of © 
our greatest responsibilities. 


Once handed over, the men were at the disposal of 
these governments for mine clearance and reconstruction 
work, or for hire to private employers as horses are for 
hire from a livery stable. The employer pays his Gov- 
ernment the prevailing wage for free men; the Govern- 
ment pays the prisoner 10-20 cents a day, covers the 
bare minimum for maintenance, and clears a handsome 
profit in the difference. 

In 1945, when we turned over the first prisoners to 
France, we knew that for the French themselves the 
need of shelter, clothes and food was bitter; for prisoners 
of war it would be desperate. French newspapers began 
to reveal appalling suffering in the camps. Le Figaro 
reported that men were “living skeletons”, were “sav- 
agely beaten”, and that “some were employed in remov- 
ing mines without protective equipment so that they 
have been condemned to death sooner or later!” Pris- 


oners made soups of grass; one blanket was supplied 
for 5 men. 

Thousands died of abuse and overwork, of starva- 
tion, disease and cold. Le Figaro wrote: “People, of 
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FREE THE PRISONERS OF WAR 


course, will point to Gestapo tortures. ... But these 
horrors should not become the theme of sports compe- 
tition in which we endeavor to outdo the Nazis. If the 
Allies intend to deliver blow for blow and eye for eye, 
the horror will never end. We must judge the enemy, 
but we have a duty not to resemble him.” 

The International Red Cross at last intervened, 
bringing American authorities to recognize that under 
the Geneva Convention and in common morality, re- 
sponsibility for these men was ours. About 100,000 sick 
and crippled were returned to American camps and hos- 
pitals for “rehabilitation”. Shipments were “inter- 
rupted” for a time. The French cooperated. Systematic 
violence ended and the worst conditions were alleviated 
in some camps. 

In hundreds of camps, however, there was still in- 
tense suffering from lack of food, clothing, shoes and 
medicines, from overwork and exposure. Pulmonary 
and intestinal diseases took a steady toll. This is espe- 
cially true among the de-mining groups, composed large- 
ly of boys under 20 who never saw action, and among 
the 200,000 at heavy farm labor. 

Special factors have entered to aggravate the situa- 
tion—these are a few of them: 

While the Geneva Convention requires release of 
war prisoners, at latest, only after peace is signed, we 
cannot fairly claim legality for this slavery. The present 
provisions were made in 1929 before the age when total 
war annihilated the defeated government leaving no 
agency to deal with. In those days peace treaties fol- 
lowed closely on the end of hostilities. 

_ The prisoners know that the United States and all 
western European nations signed the Convention, yet 
have seen its vital protective provisions disobeyed. 

379,000 German war prisoners held in this country 
until the middle of last year, were given to believe that 
they were being sent home. Without warning they were 
landed in England and France as virtual slaves. They 
are convinced that we betrayed them. This new resent- 
ment further lowered their morale. 

The Geneva Convention prohibits forced labor for 
officers. Most German officers were Nazis, but, not 
being economic assets, they were repatriated. The “little 

(Continued on last page) 
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CONGRESS AND COMPULSORY MILITARY 
TRAINING 

The question of compulsory military training has 
been considered dead by many because of proposals for 
tax reduction, disarmament, and the 1948 elections (the 
majority party wishing to keep such controversial issues 
off the floor). It is not a dead issue as you have already 
discovered. I am using the term “compulsory” instead of 
“yniversal” for the latter is misunderstood and is not 
as strong an expression of what we are really facing. 

The situation on “the Hill” is serious. There is a 
group definitely opposed to Compulsory Military Train- 
ing who will fight with us, but it is not yet large enough 
to win. There is also a group actively for Compulsory 
Military Training. The rest have not made up their 
minds which way they will vote. YOU are important 
because YOUR letters may be the deciding factor. 

So far it appears that we have lost ground in the 
new Congress for the following reasons: 

Senator Gurney—FOR C.M.T.—is chairman of the 
Senate Armed Services. 

Senator Bridges—FOR C.M.T.—is chairman of Ap- 
propriations. 

Senator Vandenberg—FOR C.M.T.—is chairman of 
Senate Foreign Relations, before whose committee 
would be heard any bills for International Abolition of 
C.M.T. 

Rep. Walter G. Andrews—FOR C.M.T.—chairman 
of the House Armed Services. 

Rep. Charles A. Eaton—FOR C.M.T.—chairman of 
House Foreign Affairs. 

Secretary of War Patterson—FOR C.M.T.—is a 
Republican and recently asked the National Women’s 
Patriotic Convention meeting in Washington to back 
the program for universal training. 

General Marshall, now Secretary of State, has al- 
ways been 'FOR C.M.T., and has given to the press his 
urgent appeal concerning its necessity now. 

Warren Austin, U. S. delegate on the United Na- 
tions, told the joint House-Senate Armed Service Com- 
mittee that universal military training is needed as the 
“foundation of the superstructure of peace”. 

The President’s nine-member Commission appointed 
to investigate and submit recommendations on a system 
of compulsory military training has been holding hear- 
ings, usually two days a week, which are not open to 
the public. They have invited organizations or individ- 
uals from whom they want testimony to guide them in 
their report. Most of the persons on the Commission 
have spoken for C. M. T. in the past and in several 
instances do not represent the opinion of the groups 
for whom they appear to be speaking, especially the 
President, Catholic, and educational groups. No farm 
or labor groups have representatives on the Commission. 
The Commission is supposed to report by the middle of 
March, at which time the President will send a bill to 
Congress, but it may be later. 

The present anti-Russia and “inevitability of war” 
propaganda is making its impression on Congressmen 
and Senators, and creating a psychological atmosphere 
which may lead them to make decisions for C.M.T. and 
against genuine universal disarmament and international 
abolition of conscription. Only more letters from you 
immediately and more personal calls to talk face to face 
can effect a real change. Intelligent discussion of the 
basic issues will let Congressmen know that the people 
on the farm, in the factories, in colleges, in churches and 
synagogues are opposed to the continuing militarization 
that has already increased in our land. All organizations 
that can possibly be reached are being urged to send 
members to Washington in March and April to talk with 
their representatives and senators. Please inform others 
of this. No WILPF member should let this opportunity 
pass if she can come. “Briefing” sessions will be held 
on Monday and Tuesday of each week. Write our office, 
1734 F Street N.W., Washington 6, if you can come. 
If you cannot come, BE SURE to write! 

— Annalee Stewart. 
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WIL FOOD PROJECT 


The Philadelphia Branch has resumed its Food Parcel Ser- 
vice for WIL members and their friends. The boxes contain 11 
pounds of protective foods and will be sent to names supplied 
by the purchasers of the food parcels or to names of needy and 
distressed persons on our files. 


Because the price of food has increased considerably since 
the parcel service was inaugurated a year ago, the price per 
parcel is $7.50, including postage. Only carefully selected foods 
of the finest quality and, wherever possible, especially processed 
for overseas shipment will be packed in the parcel. Mimeo- 
graphed lists of the assortment are now being prepared. The 
parcels will be sent anywhere in the world serviced by Parcel 
Post. 

Since only a small charge for overhead (stationery, mimeo- 
graphing, etc.) is included, the box has more value than the food 
parcels packed by commercial houses. 


To quote Sarah Cleghorn, “My heart sinks too low, in think- 
ing of the mounting distress in Europe and Asia to make much 
comment on the responsibility we comfortable people take upon 
ourselves if we neglect to arouse our government and each other 
to see that swift, extensive relief saves the multitudes now so 
near death, by hunger, exposure and despair. ... Every one of 
us can help, can send the equivalent of one meal for one person 
a week. . . . Send what money, clothing or portable food yu can. 
... By these simple, powerful actions YOU PERSONALLY, 
will be building a real, human REDEEMING PEACE.” 


Draw checks for orders to 


Phila. Branch, Women’s International League. 
Send checks or inquiries to the home address of the chairman: 


Mrs. Conrad J. Linke 


903 Clinton Street, 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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CALL TO THE NATIONAL ANNUAL MEETING 


PLACE: Old Custom House, 5th and Chestnut 
Streets, Philadelphia. 

TIME: April 25, 26, and 27, 1947. 

Old Philadelphia will be the site of our Annual 
Meeting. The Carl Schurz Foundation offers us the 
courtesy of the former Custom House, just one block 
below Independence Hall. There will be opportunity 
for a visit to several historic landmarks in the oldest part 
of the city, including Elfreth’s Alley. 

On Friday evening there will be a public meeting. 

On Saturday noon a public luncheon will be given 
in honor of Miss Emily Greene Balch at the famous old 
Bookbinders Restaurant. 

Watch for full program next month. 

A list of nearby hotels will be furnished where indi- 
vidual arrangements should be made. Hospitality can 
be offered. All hotel and private accommodations should 
be made as early as possible. Please write to: Mrs. 
John M. Chambers, 20 Woodside Ave., Narberth, Pa. 


I can offer hospitality fOr persons oO 
I should like hospitality f0F P€TSONS 
Please send me the list of hotels oO 
Name 


Address 


ANTI-CONSCRIPTION ACTION ON LINCOLN’S 
BIRTHDAY 


As part of the nation-wide protest on Lincoln’s 
Birthday against the institution of permanent peacetime 
military training, the Philadelphia Unit of the “Break 
With Conscription” Committee, headed by Joseph W. 
Reilly, conducted a posterwalk and draft card ceremony. 
About 75 persons representing nine colleges and univer- 
sities, the American Veterans’ Committee, the CIO, the 
A. F. of L., Congress on Racial Equality, the National 
Mental Health Foundation, the American Newspaper 
Guild, the WIL, the FOR, and WRL, the Women’s 
Committee to Oppose Conscription, etc., took part in a 
posterwalk which left the Jane Addams House at 2 P.M., 
and walked through the center city via City Hall to 
Independence Hall. Posters depicting the Liberty Bell, 
the Statue of Liberty, the Atom Bomb, etc., were accom- 
panied by slogans such as “Conscription Means Slavery”, 
“Lincoln Loved Liberty—Do We?”, and “Conscription 
Brings War”. Photographers and reporters came out 
in full force at both City Hall and Independence Hall. 
On the porch right outside the Liberty Bell, about 
twenty-five men, many of them veterans, publicly tore 
up their draft cards and mailed the pieces to President 
Truman as a protest against the promulgation of peace- 
time conscription, The crowds on the streets were thick 
and much literature was distributed. Front page pub- 
licity was obtained and we hope that this demonstration 
will lead many to think about the basic implications of 
conscription and that those who are already opposed to 
this fundamental attack on the essence of democracy will 
rally their forces into ACTIVE anti-conscription work 
and let their congressmen know how they feel. The new 
congress has received little opposition mail; we MUST 
snap out of our apathy before it is too late! Lack of 
action now may undo all our previous desperate efforts. 
Write your congressman NOW and keep writing him! 

— Annette H. Richards. 


RESOLUTION TO THE PRESIDENT ON THE 

TREND OF MILITARY OVER CIVILIAN 

GOVERNMENT 

The National Board of the Women’s International 
League, meeting in Washington, D, C., February 14-16, 
1947, is gratified by the stand of Secretary Marshall 
stressing the superiority of civilian government over 
military as expressed in a recent interview, “That the 
worst civilian rule is preferable to the best military rule.” 

We would point out that the trend in our own coun- 
try is in quite the opposite direction as indicated by such 
recent developments as: 

1. The appointment of General Marshall himself, 
despite his attitude indicated above, which places a five 
star general in the highest civilian position next to the 
Presidency. 

2. The proposed coordination of the War and Navy 
departments, which would create a unified department of 
defense under one Secretary, but at the same time raise 
to Cabinet status the heads of the air, land and sea 
forces, resulting in four top-rank military men in the 
Cabinet instead of the former Secretary of War and 
Secretary of Navy. 

3. The attempt being made to return the control 
of atomic energy development from civilian to military 
hands, as indicated by the efforts to defeat the appoint- 
ment of a highly qualified civilian director for the Atomic 
Energy Commission. 

4. The proposed continuation of the Draft and the 
proposed adoption of a system of compulsory military 
training, both of which would foster the preoccupation of 
the average citizen with so-called security to the ex- 
clusion of the more important program to be directed 
against disease, poverty and ignorance at home and 
abroad. 

(Complete set of Resolutions may be obtained from 
our Washington Office - 1734 F Street, N. W.) 
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GROWING MILITARY CONTROL OF THE U. S. 


Brig. General H. C. Holdridge, retired from the 
Army two years, spoke forcibly at the opening meeting 
of the Philadelphia United Peace Chest drive, urging the 
American people to break the monopoly of the “Pentagon 
crowd”, The hard-hitting General said that the armed 
forces had emerged from the war as an instrument of 
power politics. The military hierarchy is determined to 
shove its absolutist, totalitarian, militarist position down 
the throats of the American people, There is a reaction- 
ary, elite, class-conscious group in the top brackets of the 
Army and Navy. 

During the war and since military leaders have in- 
filtrated key positions of government, diplomatic posts, 
and industry, yet military leaders are educated only in 
the use of force. Trigger happy commanders see an 
enemy behind every bush. But you cannot defeat Rus- 
sian ideology, for instance, with weapons. Their ideol- 
ogy grows out of degradation and scarcity; we must 
defeat it with an ideology of higher moral and spiritual 
value, and with an economy of abundance. 

The Armed Forces lobby and propaganda bureau 
are selling congressmen on the Pentagon’s views about 
peace-time conscription with the aid of the tax-payers’ 
money. Contrary to the Army point of view on peace- 
time conscription, compulsory training cannot win a 
war. It is not an American plan. We will sell our 
birthright of freedom for a mess of pottage. There is 
no security in arms and armament for the world. If we 
use the atomic bomb against any nation, retaliation will 
bring us germicidal warfare, which will wipe us out. 
Moral and spiritual values are the only bases for true 
reconstruction and real security. 

— Edward Stannart. 


SLAVERY IS NO SCHOOL FOR DEMOCRACY !—(Cont’d) 


men”, in exile and slavery, many of them anti-Nazi or 
non-Nazi, now hear of their Nazi officers safe at home, 
holding positions, while their own mothers, wives and 
children must struggle on alone. This is giving Nazism 
an edge on Democracy in the minds of these lonely, 
homesick men. In Germany the policy has brought us 
discredit and danger. 

The Allies bargained in human lives in making the 
arrangement with the French, who claim that they agreed 
to a cut of 18% in their reparations from Germany on the 
ground that they were profiting from the labor of these 
Germans. The iniquity of the deal has been brought 
home to us. French claims block our freedom to act. 

At last the United States has opened negotiations 
to repatriate all American-captured German prisoners of 
war by, or beginning, October Ist. But even if success- 
ful, the iong months prolong suffering and cost lives. 
Write to the President and Secretary of State and to 
your spokesmen in Congress to urge that we release and 
repatriate all of our war prisoners as quickly as facilities 
allow. To take their places where needed, support the 
plan to recruit volunteers, fully informed of their pros- 
pect of repatriation, on fair terms, under the supervision 
of the IRC or the ILO. This can bring both practical 
help and reconciliation. Public demand can hasten the 
end—although it cannot erase—our “Crime Against 
Humanity”. 

— Sophia H. Dulles. 
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INSTITUTE ON RUSSIAN AMERICAN 
RELATIONS 


An all-day institute sponsored by the AAUW, the LWV, 
and the WIL (upon the initiation of the last) was held in Wash- 
ington on February 14, just preceding the sessions of the National 
WIL Board. The morning panel of experts dealt with economic 
aspects of our relations with the USSR, mentioning in particular 
an approaching Conference in March between Russian and 
American business men—a meeting welcomed by the Russian 
Secretary of Commerce. Russia’s prostrate condition will last 
for the next four to eight years, and means that the country has 
no desire to fight unless attacked. Rather it wishes to rebuild 
its economic ties. 

A different panel in the afternoon considered crucial political 
features of this top problem of the day. Russian actions which 
breed suspicions in the United States, American actions which do 
the same in Russia were discussed, military, diplomatic and ideo- 
logical. Also the differences in the meaning of terms, like democ- 
racy, were shown. Finally it was pointed out that the two 
disparate systems can exist together if we are willing to settle 
disputes peacefully, telling the world that we expect to do so, if 
we will collaborate fully under UN, if we will exchange students, 
technicians, etc., so that we are better acquainted, if we demon- 
strate the vitality of democracy as a way of life, above all if we 
show patience! 

In the evening Vera Micheles Dean gave a penetrating and 
brilliant address wherein she explained that Russia considers 
herself a Great Power and is struggling to make others recognize 
her as such. Yet she is a weak Great Power, backward, devas- 
tated, and tiréd; a land of great potential but not great actual 
strength, Russia could not possibly have learned in a few years 
the democracy that we have developed over three centuries. Her 
concept of democracy is different; and the backward states that 
are her neighbors are more apt to understand her pattern than 
ours, which they believe to be materialistic. 

So these border peoples choose a middle way, left of center, 
but not all the way over. They have been rethinking the problem 
of human liberty. They see faults in Russia. As the future 
configuration of Europe is being settled, the little states may 
have unexpected influence. Then why don’t we capitalize on 
this time of ferment, and make good our case for democracy? 
It is partly because we have not realized the suffering and misery 
of Europe, partly because of the overshadowing atomic bomb. 

Yet all these misunderstandings do not make war inevitable. 
They can be overcome. There is only one war that should be 
inevitable. That is the war against hunger, misery, and poverty, 
in Europe and Asia, and around the world. This we can wage, 
and transform a century of fear into a century of hope. 


PEACE ECONOMY SHOP 


Do you realize that if each of our 4000 members sent us a 
bundle of clothing or bric-a-brac that could be sold in our Shop 
for $1 it would give us an enormous lift and help raise our 
financial spirits? 

Certainly in the course of your Spring Cleaning you will 
come upon many items which could be sent to the Shop for re- 
sale. Clothing, jewelry, china, glass, household goods—and again, 
clothing! We sell expensive as well as inexpensive things. 
Branches and any interested organizations may send boxes from 
any distance (we pay expressage) and receive a 509/, discount 
on sales. Individuals who send in articles valued at $25 or more 
may receive a 339/, discount. 

Remember the Shop! Collect from your friends. This is a 
painless way of making a contribution that counts. Don’t put 
it off—send us your bundle today. Address all packages to: 

PEACE ECONOMY SHOP 
255 S. 20th St. 
Philadelphia 3, Penna. 


BROTHERHOOD OF MAN—FILM 


The Film Alliance of America has produced a one-reel, ten- 
minute, 16mm. sound film based on the pamphlet “Races of 
Mankind”. It is made in colored animated cartoons. Starting 
off like a “funny” film, it shows up the absurdity of so-called 
superior and inferior races and shows that we are all brothers 
under the skin. Miss Iris Gabriel has seen the film and recom- 
mends it to WIL groups as a feature of WIL public meetings 
or study classes, etc. It can be purchased for $80 per copy and 
rented by WIL to schools, churches, or organizations, or given 
to the public library. Or the film can be rented for $3 per day, 
or $6 per schcol week. It is available at all film libraries and 
visual education dealers. For further information write to Film 
Alliance of America, 1600 Broadway, New York 19. 
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